re B. Lopez, report that 225 Na- 


~ eral conferences have been held 


 he- expects to begin negotiating 


Felipe Rivera, Paddy Martinez, 


‘small towns where they reside 


- ganization in the American Fed- 


_ Board Member George F. Web- 
_ ber. of El Paso has assisted Or-| 


Executive Board 


On Aug ust 28th 


National:-Farm. Labor Union 
meet..in Memphis, Tenn., 
on August 28th., 29th. and oth. | 
at the mid-South office, 583 
Beale Ave.» The following offi- |. 
_.cers and board members are ex- 
pected to attend: H. L. Mitch- 


‘Vice President; Dorothy Dowe, 
Secretary-Treasurer; A. E. Cox, 


McCrary, 
number of organizers have also} 


sions. Locals have been invited 


. discussed by the -Executive 


“Got cut up again I see.” 


got carved up with a razor 


“why don’t you stay out of bad 
company?” 


~ 
‘ 
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Navajo Farm 
Workers Organize 


ot organizer, Arthur 


vajo Indiafs employed on the 
vegetable farms and’ packing 
sheds in Valencia County have 
joined the newly organized lo- 
cal of the National Farm Labor 


Union in New Mexico. Most of |. 
.the members work in the Tol-| 


tec-Bluewater area. Among the. 
large growers and packers is 
the firm of Stanley and Card. 
Brother Lopez reports that sev- 


with various growers and that 


contracts atsan early date. i 


Among” ‘the charter members. 
of the local, are the following: 


Lizardo Madrid, Jim Hudson, 
Jesus Cano, Pete Gallegos Pat- 
ricio Lucero, Cirilio Rivera 
Emilio Otero, Jesus Lucero. 
Officers for the local have 
not been elected as the Farm 
Labor News goes press. 
These Navajo Indian workers 
were employed during the war 
in various industries and were 


-members of unions. Some were} 
copper miners and are accus-4,' 
. tomed to unionism. The present} 
‘wages the workers receive on 


the farms and in the packing 
sheds are very low. The mer- 
chants and business men of the 


and trade are favorable to or- 


eration of Labor. Executive 


ganizer Lopez in the organiza- 
tion of these workers. 


Meets In Memphis 


¥ The Saget Board of the 


ell, Preesident; F. R. Betton, 


Hank Hasiwar, L. S. Warnock, | 


‘Tree Workers 


Carrie Dilworth, George Stith 
George F. Webber, B. S. Beck, 
Arthur Churchill and Hayes 
board members. A 


been asked to attend the ses- 


to present any problems requir- 
ing the attention of the Nation- 
al Executive Board to this meet- 
ing.. Among the matters to be 


Board are organization and pro- 
grams for the rest of the yedr 
and the time and place for hold- 
ing the 15th. annual convention. 


NO ESCAPE 


Down in a little town in Ar- 
kansas a man with a badly 
slashed face went into the doc- 
tor’s office. 


“Hello Sam” said the doctor, 


“Yes suh” said Sam, “I ‘done 


doc.”’ 
“Sam” demanded the doctor, 


.“I sho would like to doc,” 
moaned Sam, “but I ain’t got 


~ So you don’t like what the 80th. 
you in the last two years. 
schools for your children, you didn’t- get an in- 
creased old age pension, you didn’t get a higher 


You didn’t get better 
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36c Per Year 


Congress did to 
opposition. 


Elections are won in the precinct. . 
lots in the box. 


pion in Congress and a boost to his reactionary 


ee by bal- 
Every reactionary politician 


minimum wage, you didn’t get a home at a price 
you could afford. But you did get dollar a pound. 


butter, a tax law that made the rich richer and 


did nothing for you,, and you got an unworkable — 


labor law that stripped you of all your hard won 


gains since 1932. 


What are you going to do about it? Public opin- 
ion polls show that the working man takes less in- 
terest than anyone else in politics. It may seem 
fantastic_____ but many of our own A. F. of L. 
members think that a reactionary sweep in the 
November election is inevitable. They assume 


_ that there is some magic wand that swings elec- 
tions one way or another. 
matter is that if the 43 million of us wage end 


The plain truth of the 


salary workers would quit sitting around grumb- 
ling about our sorry fate, and get out the yote 
starting right now, we could easily brig in a liberal 
Congress by an overwhelming vote. 


“He also serves who only stands and waits” does 
not apply to politics. The one day in the year 
when all men are equal is on election day. Your 
vote is as good as anyone else’s. .... be he cap- 
tain of industry or the last hired hand. 


If you don’t vote, nobody else can do it for you. 
Failure to vote is a vote for NO union, failure to 


knows that so long as his opposition does not 
build a flesh and blood organization in every pre- 
cinct to turn out the votes on election day he 
has nothing to worry: about. 

Any party and any candidate can be changed. 
Corrupt unrepresentative machines are the fault 
of lazy disinterested citizens. When we have a 
permanent army of trade union political com- 
mitteemen in every precinct in the country ready 
to inform the voting public when a Congress- 


* marl’ betrays the people and ready to turn out the 


vote on election day, then the complexion of poli- 
tics, public office holders, and the laws passed 
will change for the better. 


You cant continue to enjoy the rights of de- 
mocracy unless you accept the responsibilities of 
democracy . . that means REGISTERING and 


VOTING intelligently. 

Let’s get into action now .... not next year 
or next week. Time is running out. Where can 
you do the biggest and best job for victory? 
The answer is.... right in your own communi- 
ty and precinct. Get in touch with your local 
Labor’s League for Political Education and vol- 
unteer to help deliver.the vote in your neigh- 
4orhood and precinct. 

Have you given your dollar for the campaign? 
Tell your friends to give for Labor’s Sake. 


|This local 


vote on election day Is a betrayal of your cham- | 


Meet In Boston 


The first formal meeting of 
employees of the Davey Tree 
Expert Co., was held at the Bos- 
ton Central Labor Union on Ju- 
ly 19th. About 50 workers at- 
tended. They set up a-tempo- 
rary organizing committee to 
sign up a majority of the work- 
ers in the area before applying 
for a charter and petitioning 
the National Labor Relations 
Board to conduct an election to 
determine the bargaining agent 
for the workers employed in the 
New England area. 

Secretary Harry P. Grages of 


the Boston Central Labor Union 
and E. C. Mitchell attended the 
organization meeting. Each man 
present agreed to become an or- 
ganizer and sign up his fellow 
workers on the various* crews 


states. Among the leaders ac- 
'} tive .in organizing ‘the tree 
workers is Dave Lynch of 


enough money to git a divorce.” 


Boston. 


working in the New England| 


Jake And The Crows 


A Union member was sent to 
a job in Connecticut last spring. 
He was working in the tobacco 
‘fields there but he got homesick 
and hee back ,to Arkansas. 
When organizer 
called on are to learn why he 
left the job, Jake claimed it was 


on-account of the crows in the 
tobacco fields. Said he had nev- 
er seen so many in his life. Jake 
forgot there were lots of crows 
down South, including Jim 
Crow. 


Some other workers who also 
got homesick, left/their jobs and 
gave as their reason—that they 
did not like pure maple syrup, 
they wanted sorghum molasses. 
Others said they gave them 
con and eggs to eat and they 
wanted fat back and corn bread. 
Another said they only gave him 
3 eggs for breakfast and he 
wanted 6. 


It must be the pump water 
down in Arkansas that makes 
men act like children. Maybe 
some of us “ain’t got nothin’ 


J‘and don’t want nothin’.” 


| 


Blood Bank For 
Labor In Florida 


A blood bank has been set 
up in Polk County Florida for 
the use of all members affiliat- 
ed with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, according to a 
report received from Rev. F. T. 
Riley, organizer for the National 
Farm Labor Union in the Lake- 
land area. 

All local unions including 
those of the fruit pickers, have 
been called upon by a commit- 
tee of the Central Labor Union 
to take part in this program. 
All persons affiliated with or- 


-|ganized labor have been called 


on to contribute blood to the 
bank. Then when any person 
needs a blood transfusion in 
case of injury or sickness, his 
doctor will call on the blood 
bank to furnish what is needed. 
Any member of the Union who 
is paid up may get blood free. 
Fer further information, see 


Brother Riley at Mulberry, Fla. 


Lovisiana Dairy 
Farmers’ Union 
Joins NFLU 


Two thousand farm union- 
ists in the state of Louisiana re- 
cently voted to come into the _ 
National Farm Labor Union A, 
KF. of L. About two years ago, 
these trade unionists called a 
strike against the big dairy dis- 
tributors. They shut off the in- 
ferior grade milk going into the 
city of New Orleans and refused 
to sell their own until the dairy 
interests met their terms. When 
they first organized, they be- 
came members of the Brother- 
‘hood of Teamsters and were 
given full assistance by this 
powerful AF-L_ international 
union in winning their strike, 
In June, the Southeastern Rep- 
resentative of the Teamsters 
Union met President Mitchell at 
the -Texas State Federation of 
Labor convention and advised 
him that these dairy farmers 
wanted to become a part of a 
farm union in the A. F. of L. 
Arrangements were made for 
Brother I. Lee Parker to go 
to Louisiana and meet with the 
local union leaders and to as- 
sist them in becoming members 
of the National Farm Labor 
Union. | 


Local Unions Chartered 
Charters were issued to the 
local unions at Amite and 
Franklinton in July and others 
are in process of organization. 
The Florida Parishes Milk Pro- 
ducers Union was chartered 
July 12, as Local 236 of the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union. ‘E. V. 
Hano is President; Homer Al- 
ford, Vice President; and Iddo 
Smith, Secretary-Treasurer. 
The 2nd local union, formed 
on July 19, at Franklinton, La. 
is known as the. 
Southeast Louisiana Dairy Farm 
Union and was given charter 


number 237. Joe Phares is 
President; S. W. Seal, Vice 
President; and Mrs. Nellie 


Spencer, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Contest For Membership On 


In spite of friendly rivalry, 
the two local unions began a 
contest to see which cowd gain 
the most members during the ~ 
next four months. The local 
at Franklinton, near the Miss- 
issippi state line, is already 
spreading over into the neigh- 
boring state, while the Florida 
Parishes Local is extending its 
membership down the river to 
New Orleans. It is expected 
that before the end of the con- 
test, at least 5,000 members will 
be in the Union. 


Program Planned 
The Louisiaana dairymen are 
out to get legislation from the 
(Continued on Page Three). 


| NOTICE TO READERS 


In order to bringthe read- 
ers of the Farm Labor News 
more up-to-date reading 
matter, we are changing the 
date of publication. 
There will not be an August 
1948 issue of the Farm Labor 
News. Beginning with this 
September issue, the Farm | 
Labor News will be mailed 
so as to reach all subscribers |. 
on or before the first of each } 
month. There will not be any 
loss to subscribers as the pa- 
per will continue to be print- 
ed and mailed each month, 
12 month in the year. 
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FARM LABOR NEWS 


August-September, 1948 


The Inter-American Confed- 
eration of Labor which 2 ve re- 
cently in San Francisco, took 
some important action that will 
interest members of the Nation- 


I.T., as the inter-American la- 
bor organization is. called, 
adopted a resolution “To pro- 
mote an early meeting between 
the National Farm Labor Union 
of the United States and Mex- 
ican unions of farm workers 
for the purpose of engaging in 
joint action in regard to prob- 
lems arising in connection with 
Mexican migrant labor in the 
United States.” 


Inter-American Céaterence 


Of Farm Workers | 

The C. I. T. also adopted a 
resolution ‘“‘to promote in co- 
operation with the National 
Farm Labor Union of the. Unit- 
e. States, and farm workers’ 
- organizations of Cuba, Mexico. 
Jamaica and other neighboring 
countries, the ‘calling of a con- 
ference which should include 
representatives of farm labor 
“of at least North and Central 
America and the Carribean 
countries, for a discussion Of 
problems of mutual interest.” 


What Is The C. I. T.? 

The C.I.T, is the Inter-Amer- 
ican Confederation of Labor 
and is composed of representa- 
tives of all North, South and 
Central American countries, in- 
cluding the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. The head of the 
C.1.T. is Bernardo Ibanez, lead- 
er of the Chilean labor: move- 
ment. Serafino Romuldi, a gar- 
ment worker member of the In- 
ternational Ladies Garment 
Workers Union in the United 
States, is one of the secretaries 
Of the C.LT. 


International Land Workers 


Federation 


The National Farm Labor 
Union is a | member of the In- 


al Farm Labor Union. The C. | 


ternational -Landworkers’ Fed- 
eration which met early in June 


in Amsterdam, Holland. It was| « 
not possible for a representa-| 
tive of the NFLU to go to Hol-| | 
land to attend the June meet- iS 
ing, however, a report of the]. 
just 
made decisions on foreign labor | * 


conference has 
the United States. 


in agriculture in the various 
countries... The Farm Workers 
Union of. Germany 


(British | 
Zone) was admitted as a mem- | 74% 
ber, and investigations of other 
German unions in various zones | 


— | Takes More 
LABOR ACROSS THE 


Than Shooting 
— 


are being made. The ILF de-| 


Agricultural Organization. 


What Is The ILF? 


International Landwork- |§ 
ers’ Federation was formed in| 
1920 by organizations of farm|@e. 
workers in each of the countries | ° 


whose labor+- movements _be- 
longed to the _ International 
Federation of Trade Unions 
(now dissolved). There were 
no meetings during war time. 
In 1946, the first meeting in 
twelve years occurred in Lon- 
don. Proposals were advanced 
for the ILF to become a section 
of the newly organized World 
Federation of Trade Unions. 
Due to the undemocratic con- 
trol of trade sectiofs by the 
WTFU, the ILF so far has re- 
fused to join. The Transport 
Workers’. Federation, consisting 
of members who sail the ships 
and run all the railroads in the 
world, also took the same po- 
sition. The American Federa- 


tion of Labor and its affiliated 
unions are opposed to the World | 
_| Federation of Trades Unions be- 


cause that organization has in| 
its ranks the so-called unions 


of Soviet Russia which are not 
free. 


- LABOR HILIGHTS 


| THE sae HARTLEY ACT, 
like no other legislation, test- 
ed the real attitude of Represen- 


tatives and Senators’ toward 


those who work for wages. This 
point is hammered home by 
George Q.,\ Lynch, president of 
of the Pattern Makers League | 
of North America, in a fighting 
‘editorial appearing in the latest 
Pattern. Makers’ Journal. “In 
such a test a man is allowed to 
be wrong only once,” the edi- 
torial emphasizes. ‘Don’t be de- 
ceived,” it warns, “by an occa- 
sional right vote for some law 
that could be interpreted as fa- 
vorable to labor.” Those mem- 
bers of Congress who voted for 
the Taft-Hartley Act “betrayed 
working people into the hands 
of their reactionary enemy, the 
National Association of Manu- 
facturers,” the Pattern Makers’ 
president writes. He urges all 
workers to register and vote 
and to support Labor’s League 
for Political Education with 
cash. 

THE PRESIDENT of the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union has 
denounced bill, jammed 
through the Eightieth Congress 
. in the last minute rush for ad- 
joournment, which provides for 
the importation of foreign na- 
tionals_ to work on. American 
farms. H. L. Mitchell, head of 
the A. F. of L. affiliate, says 
there is absolutely no need for 
bringing in agricultural work- 
ers from other lands. “All over 
the country there are pools of 
unemployed farm workers,” he 
points out. “There’s a lot of 
propaganda about a shortage of 


‘ have never 


yet been able to locate enough 


jobs to fill the nan of the 
‘workers we represent.’ 

AN UNPARALLELED social se- 
curity program has now come 
into being in Great Britain, 
where the governing party is? 
Labor. The prograam provides 
free medical care, hospitaliza- 
tion, dental treatment, materni- 
ty ‘care, = baby bonuses, home’ 
nursing, unemployment and 
widowh insurance, retire- 
ment ahd disablement benefits, 
funeral expenses and _ other 
benefits. The cost to the indi- 
vidual wage-earning Briton—' 
in the form of a deduction from 
his pay—will be $52 a year, on 
the average. No one is exclud- 
ed from-the plan. The cradle- 
to-the-grave social security pro- 
gram had been discussed since 
the appearance. of the famous 


/Beveridge report during the 


war. Now the Labor govern- 
ment has put the program into 
effect. 

LABOR UNITY will be sought 
in November, at the annual con- 
vention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, by the dele- 
gates representing the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. 
Delegates to the Musicians’ re- 
cent convention directed by the 
A. F. of M, representatives at 
the A. F. of L. meeting to in- 
troduce a resolution proposing 
that ‘‘a national labor board be 
created, of representatives of all 


toward the objective of a united 
labor movement.” The Music- 
ians’ convention decided to take 
this action after hearing James 


*. Petrillo, president of the 


union, sound a warning that all 


labor faces ‘“‘perilious times.” 


labor groups, to plan and work. 


cided not to affiliate with the|s™ 
World Federation of Trade]: 
|Unions and requested direct | 
representation for farm workers |} 

on the United Nations Food and | 


JAMES B. PRICE 


“Takes more than shooting to 
stop an Okie,” said James B. 
Price, president of the Farm La- 
bor Union Local 218, as he again 
took up his duties as leader of~ 
the Di Giorgio strikers. Jim 
was shot on the night of May 
17th, while presiding over a 
strike“eemmittee meeting in a 
private home in Arvin. For 
weeks he lay near death and 
his friends were fearful that he 
had been injured for life. The 
persons who fired a fusillade of 
shots into the home of Mrs. 
Hattie Shadowens, a member 
of the strike committee, have 
never been found. Whether they 
were hired by the Corporation, 
the Communists or the Associa- 
ted Farmers, is also, unknown. 
All three are 


Exempt The Rich 
From Taxation? 


The party which has just put 
into law a rich man’s tax bill 
and @hich is now asking the 
recipients of the big tax reduc- 
tions to show their appreciation | 
-by making big contributions to 
the Republiican campaign chest, 
is now going even farther. The 


1948 Republican platform just 
released, pledges the repeal of 
the Federal inheritance Tax en-| 
tirely...to leave to the state 


the power to levy inheritance 
taxes. 


Every person knows’ that this 
would mean the end of the in- 
heritance tax. This was pro- 
posed by Coolidge and Mellon 
in 1923. If New York, for ex- 
ample, had an inheritance tax 
and Florida did not; the weal- 
thy New Yorkers would estab- 
lish their legal resiidences in 
Florida and thereby evade the 
tax. 


As a result all states would 
have to repeal their inheritance 
taxes to ‘keep from discriminat- 


ing against their well-to- do citi- 
zens.” 


The lost. revenue, of course, 
could be made up by additional 
sales. taxes. 


For we must remember aa 
Herbert Hoover said in his 
speech to the Republican con- 
vention: 


_ “Nor is there any room for 
more taxes except by a cut in 
the standard of Iiving of those 
who do the nation’s work.” 


O- 


Don’t be snooty about your 
duty—VOTE. 


Vote reaction away on elec- 
tion day—VOTE. 


Mid-South News 
By ARTHUR C. CHURCHILL 


& Mill Workers 
nion Loca} No. 252 Formed 


A charter wa ‘granted: to the | 


‘Agricultural and Mill Workers 
*|Local No. 252, National Farm‘ 
| Labor Union A. F. of L., on June 


'i9, 1948, in Washington, D.C. 

Officers and charter members 

of the local are as follows: 
President, I. Lee Parker; Vice 


| President, George Stith; Secre- 
tary-Tréasurer, Arthur Church- 


ill. Charter Members: Melvin 
Street, M. B. Brown, John 
Thompson, C. T. Johnson C. J. 
Paines, 

This union local is for the 
purpose of providing an organi- 
zation for the large number of 
agricultural workers engaged in 
rural industry,. primarily 
throughout the.mid-South. _ 


No. 43 Elects New Officers 
New officers were recently 
elected by the Edmondson Lo- 
cal No. 43 at a meeting attend- 
ed by F. B. Betton, Vice Presi- 


|dent of the National Farm La- 
|bor Union. New officers of the 


local are as follows: 

President, Clarence Walker; 
Vice President, Ambrose Har- 
ris; Secretary, Willie Carter; 
Assistant Secretary, J. W. John- 
son; Conductor, James Johnson; 
Doorkeeper, Reuben Haddrick; 
Chaplain, Pheolia Bell. 


Widener Meeting 
There were 52 present at a} 
meeting of Widener, Ark., lo- 


dent Betton was present and 
spoke; 


Why Not Federal Aid. 
For Workers Education? 


been financing educational serv- 
ices for all groups except la- 


+bor groups for many years. 
-|Throughout the Department of 


Commerce, business men. are 
serviced. Through the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, farmers 
are serviced. But through the 


er is still not serviced. To date, 


>|the organized have been left 


out in the cold, so to speak. 
To remedy this, the National 

Committee for the Extension of 

‘Labor Education has been work- 


get a bill introduced and passed, 
setting up a workers’ education 
service in the U. S. Department 
of Labor with $10,000,000 the 
‘first year for classes, movies, 
institutes and library services} 
for American wage earners. In 
the House, this bill is H. R. 
4078; in the Senate it is S 1390. 
Support these measures. Write 
your congressman today. 


Exploiters 

| - In one southern state is a 
great plantation with the larg- 
est house in the county at its 
center. But it is faded glory. 
The windows are broken and 
the clapboards have forgotten 
they were once painted. The 
plantation is the most eroded in 
the county. The story ‘is that 
the plantation owners exploited 
the sharecroppers who worked 
the land. The sharecroppers, 
in turn, in ordér to survive, ex- 
ploited the land. Then the day 
of reckoning came for the 
planter too. 


To Advance Public Good 
Congress has not heeded the 
aduine of the wise Virginia his-, 
torian, Hugh Jones, who in 1724 
urged his colony to stop im- 
porting slaves and to employ 
the poor then on the dole, and 


|thereby “advance the Good of 


the Publick.” In the closing} 


of the last (80th.) Con-. 
| gress, a bill was slipped through 


and became a law empowering 
jthe Employment Service 


cals recently, when Vice Presi-. 


The Federal Government.has 


Department of Labor the work-- 


|ing for the past three years to. 


Court Injunction In 
Di Giorgio Strike — 


ment - by - injunction technique 
authorized by the Taft-Hartley 
law was used here against 
members of the AFL’s National 
Farm Labor Union, although ag. 
‘ricultural workers are excluded 
from any of the meager bene- 
fits which the law accords to 
labor. 


Federal Judge Pierson M. 
Hall granted. an _ injunction. 


Relations Board restraining the 
union, which is on strike at the 
huge Di Giorgio ranch, from en- 
gaging 
beycott. Also named ‘in the in-. 
junction were locals of the 
AFL’s Teamsters Union and the 
Distillery, Rectifying and Wine 
Workers Union. / 


“The striking farm workers 
were held to be guilty of an un- 
fair labor practice. because 
union pickets followed products 
of the Di Giorgio ranch, which 
were produced by strikebreak- 
ers, and induced members of 
other unions to refuse to handle 
or process such products, 


The injunction was granted 
following a three-day hearing 
at the U. S. District Court here. 
During the course of the pro- 
ceedings, attorneys for the union 


lattempted in vain to introduce 
|facts in connection with the Di 
_|Giorgio strike and evidence that 


the NLRB had refused to hold. 


dustrializeq fruit ranch. 


barred by Judge Pierson on 


| grounds that it was not relevant : 


to the charge brought by “the 
employer on the secondary ae 
cott issue. 


the National Farm Labor Union, 
said that the union will appeal 
to have the injunction set aside. 
He reviewed the attempts by 
the Di Giorgio interests to break 


hit at the use by the company 
of strikebreakers and child la- 
bor brought into the ranch in 


laws. He added: 
“N ow the power of the United 
States. government, represent- 


eral courts, 
against these 1,100. defenseless 
farm workers who are exclud- 
ed from any of the benefits but 
are now penalized by the Taft- 
Hartley law.” 


is the longest one ever con- 
ducted by agricultural work- 
ers. It: has been marked with 
bitterness and conflict, high- 
lighted by the attempted as- 


striking union members. James 


| Price, local union president, was 


nearly killed when struck by 


an unknown assailant through 
the window of his. home where 


in progress. 


workers for seasonal labor. 
Tractors Vs. Men ~ 


near Cotton Plant, Ark. The 
new owner will take possession 
in 1949. Some tenants report 


17 tractor drivers. 


there by C. T. Doss. . 
What Is Democracy? 


“As I would not be a slave, 


sO would I not be ad master. 
This expresses my idea of de- 


Abraham Lincoln. 


Fresno, Calif—The govern-_ 


sought by the National Labor 


in alleged secondary © 


a collective ‘bargaining’ election | 
among employes of the vast in-._— 
Intro- 

“| duction of such. evidence was 


H. L. Mitchell, president of 


the strike by any means, and 
violation of state and > cians 


ed by the NLRB and the fed- | 
has been. turned 


The strike at the Di Giorgio 
|ranch, ‘now in its 11th month, 


‘sassination of leaders of the 


a fusillade of shots fired by 


a strike committee meeting was 
to import foreign agricultural: 


A large farm has been sold > 


that the new owner want only — 
Thirty-eight 
families. are now employed 


mocraty . Whatever differs from - 
is no democracy.’ 
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or are able to get. 
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EDUCATING OUR UNION MEMBERS 


By ARTHUR C. CHURCHILL 
Minister To Labor 


My visits to union meetings 
during the past months I have 


~ been with the Union show clear- 

_ jy the need for ‘an educational 
--. program if the Union is to grow. 

- One gets the feeling from visit- 


ing different locals and areas, 


that too much attention has 
. been paid in the past to the im- 


mediate demands of workers. 
Here in the mid-South the 
Union has paid too much atten- 


tion to getting jobs for its mem- 
- bers and too little in preparing 


the members for the jobs. What 
happened among our members 


who went to Connecticut is a. 


case in point. Dissatisfaction 
arose over small matters which 
an educational program before 
the worker was sent out on a 


‘Job could at least have solved 


in part. 
I think the evidence here in 


the mid-South points up to the 


fact that education has never 
caught’ up with the organization 
work. Our trouble seems to 
stem from a failure to provide 
trained leadership. The prob- 
lems of: this organization will 


not be solved until we can draw 


a clear cut distinction between 


and organizing work- 


ers. Until we do, at least we are 
going to fail in pari, because the 


organization we will build will 


be only for a day and there will 
be no inner ‘courses to keep it 
going. 

Some way must be found to 
educate people so that they can 
use what organization they have 
One meets 
the same difficulties in educat- 
ing as organizing. The bosses 
want neither. They want a poor, 
ignorant, divided.peasantry. 


' The rural church is often the 


instrument of oppression of the 


poor farm worker. Sometimes it 
is a device to milk the poor man 


of what little coin he has to pay 


-@ preacher’s salary which the 
boss could very well‘ afford to 


pay. A study of how the future 


 jife has been used as an eco- 


nomic means for keeping the 
under privileged down, Is very 


Interesting. 


In undertaking an 
program for farm laborers, one 


take into consideration 


that in most communities the 


only place where workers meet 


_— 


litical control of dairy 


is in the loeal church. The 
church is usually in the hand of 
the local minister, who is, in 
many cases a paid tool of the 
bossese In some cases when 
union meetings are arranged 
outside the church, church af- 
fairs are planned for the same 
date and the church of course 
must come first. When this oc- 
curs, it. is hard to get anybody 
to a union meeting. The solu- 


tion of this problem seems to’ 


lie in the church. Can a local 
minister be made to see where 
his interests lies, .or will his 
pocket book be the deciding 
thing? If something -is wrong, 


will the minister have the cour- 


age to go against the boss and 
preach a sermoh about it? It 
is easier ‘to talk about the 
bosses’ bad habit of smoking 
than it is to take up something 
that really matters with him. 
During the next few months 
here in the mid-South, we are 
going to have a series of educa- 
tional institutes for local min- 
isters, union members and oth- 
ers. We are going to try to 
work ‘out ways and means of 
educating some = our leaders. 


Lovisiana Dairy 
Farmers’ Union 


(Continued from Page One) 
newly. elected state administra- 
tion which will provide for the 
inspection and labelling of in- 
ferior grades of milk shipped in- 


to Louisiana by tank car from 


Wisconsin and other large dairy 
states. They seek to have bona 
ide dairymen appointed to the 
state boards and an end to po- 
farm 
products in Louisiana, 

They are discussing having 
Union check-weighmen at each 
of the milk collecting stations 


operated by the big dairy com- 


panies and to see to it that the 
producers are not cheated on 
weights, measures and butter 
fat content. | 


Union Welcomes New 


Members | 

Upon affiliation, President 
Mitchell sent an official letter 
to the officers of each local 
union welcoming the members 
into the National Farm Labor 


Union. He also plans to visit 


fine,” said Mr, Joe, 


\Six Farm Workers 
Killed In Arkansas 


_ Six more men and women in 


an over crowded cotton chop- 


per’s truck were killed and 10 
others, injured in a wreck near 
Frenchmans Bayou, Arkansas 
in July. The truck was from 


_Memphis and was loaded with 


men and women -going out to 
work on the Arkansas cotton 


plantations. 
pers’ 


The cotton chop- 
truck was struck by a 


large transport as it was turn- 
ing into the driveway of the 


Brist plantation. 


Although the Interstate Com- 


merce Commission has the pow- 
er to regulate all vehicles used 
to. transport human beings 
across state lines, there has nev- 
er been any inspection of the 
privately owned trucks used to 
transport farm workers from 


one state to another. 


Practi- 


cally all of these trucks are 
worn out. There are no seat- 


ing arrangements. 


They are 


nearly always over crowded. 
Men and women are herded in- 
to them like cattle. There are 
constant reports of accidents on 
the highways and of farm hands 
being killed going to or from 
work. These accidents occur in 
nearly all agricultural states. 


Way Of A mule 
And A Man 


_ A big farmer was making the 
rounds of his farm one day and 
met one of his oldest hired 
hands on the road going to the 


fields. 


“Yes suh,” said Sam, 


‘“You’ve been with me a 
long time, haven’t you Sam?” 
‘“‘me and 


that old white mule there have 
been working for you Mr. Joe 
nigh on to twenty years.” “Fine, 


“and you 


have both been treated well no 


doubt.” suh,” 


said the 


hired hand, “last week we both 


my pay.” 


‘tuck sick and they got a doc- 
tor for the mule but they docked 


the new locals at an early date. 
In the meantime, Organizer I. 
Lee Parker is in charge in Lou- 


isiana. 
dairy farm members 


The affiliation of these 


should 


strengthen the Union in every 


southern state. 


LABOR 
(And What It Does For The 
World) 


I've built your ships and your 
railroads, 


I’ve worked in your factories 
and mines, 


I’ve built the roads you ride on. 
And 


I’ve crushed the. wild 
for your wine. 


Pye worked late at night on 
your garments, 


I’ve gathered the grain for your 
bread, 


I’ve built the house that you 
live in and ‘ 


you've read. 


I’ve linked two great oceans 
together, | 


I’ve spanned your rivers with 
steel, 

I’ve built your towering sky- 
scraper, 


And also built your automobile. 


I’ve gone out to wrecked ships 
in the ocean 

When the storm for 
it’s prey, 

I’ve guarded your home from 
marauders, 


I’ve turned night into day, 


Wherever there’s progress you ll 

Without me the world could 

| not live, <= 

And yet. you would seek to 
destroy me 

With the meager pittance 
you give. 


| Today you may grind me in 


slavery, 


You may dictate to me from the 
throne, 


But tomorrow I ane off 
fetters 


And am ready to elaim what 
I ownt. 


I am master of field and factory, 

I am mighty and you are 
but few; | 

No longer I'll bow in submission 

I AM LABOR AND ASK *OR 
MY DUE! 7 

: Use the Ballot or lose the 

Ballot—VOTE. 


‘ 


I’ve printed the books that 2 


| 


‘Hobo Hotel Under New 
Orleans Police Station 


New Orleans police recently 
found that they had a ‘hobo ho- 
tel” under the police station 


which the city had been furn- © 


ishing for months,.maybe years, 
The hobo hide-out was complete 
with electric lights, running wa- 
‘}ter° and steam heat. A royal 
suite was reserved for one Caro- 
lina Slim” who claims the title 
of Hobo King. On his frequent 
visits to New Orleans, “Caro- 
lina Slim’ held his court on a 
divan with an electric floor 
lamp nearby, while the police 
tramped over head. However, 
Slim never complained about 
the noise the “flatfoots” made 
upstairs, 


police station wires for electric. 
ity, cut into the water pipes for 
running water and the steam 
lines to keep warm in the win- 
ter. The ‘“‘guys on the lam” used 
air vents for doors to their ho- 
tel. The vents were hidden by 
shrubs. When a hobo wanted to 
check into his hotel he sidled 
up to the vents behind the 
shrubs, took a look to see if any- 
body was watching and if not, 


then slid through the vent into ; 


his room. | 
The police learned. about the 
hobo hotel from one of the 


guests picked up on a vagrancy 
‘charge. Upon a promise of free- 


dom from jail, he betrayed his 
fellow hoboes and showed the 
police the-hotel. A police raid 
on the place netted only one 
guest, ‘Charlie The Mole” Greer, 


| who was found lying on a mat- 


tress reading a magazine and 
holding a_ bottle of whiskey 
in his hand. 


Boost In Farm Pay Failed 
About 4,100,000 persons were 


hired as farm workers for at 


least part of 1947 and received 
average cash wages of $583, the — 


Department of ‘Agriculture re- 
ported. 


This average represents a 25 : 


per cent increase over 1945 fig- 
ures, but the gain was more 
than offset by a 38 per cent 
jump in rural living costs. 

The average $583 included 
$408 from farm wages and $175 
from non-farm wages. Non- 
cash allowances’ granted to 
many workers, such as housing, 
meals and farm products, are 
not included. 


By NAT SCHACHNER 


Fans WORKER HIMSELF. 


RIGHTS, AND. HE RUNS INTO 
PROCESS. 


BUT. JOE KNOWS THAT LABOR 
LIKE AMERICA ITSELF-— IS 
STRONG ONLY WHEN IT IS UNITED, 
THAT'S WHY HE'S IN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS 


PREJUQICE TOO. 


Meet JOE WORKER, THE No.l 
UNION MAN OF AMERICA. HIS 
JOB IS TO FIGHT FOR LABOR'S 


- ADVENTURE GALORE IN THE 


-NATIONAL LABOR SERVICE 339 


SALLY SIMMS, UNION 
SAL WITH BRAINS AS 
WELL AS LOOKS. 


| DAVE EPSTEIN,STAUNGi. 


BILL WATERS,UNION P™"SIDENT, AND 
\NION MAN. 


THE SECRET FOUR—SAMMY EPSTEIN,GEORGIE 
BROWN,MIKE REILLY, TOMMY JONES. 


“THE SECRET FOUR, UNITED BROTHERS IN 
BLOOD,DO SWEAR (1)TO FIGHT ONE FER 
ALL AN' ALL FER ONE;(2) NEVER TO HATE 
NO ONE 'CAUSE HIS RELIGION,COLOR OR 
RACE IS DIFFERENT;(3)TO TRACK DOWN 
MAL-EFAC-TORS IN GRIMES” 


THE AMERICAN CONDORS ARE A 
HATE GROUP TRYING TO DIVIDE 
AMERICA SO THEY CAN SEIZE POWER. 
MORTON GATES, EX-CONGRESSMAN, 
THEIR LEADER. 


PARTY 


M4 


DIANA DALE,LUSCIOUS BUT 
TOUGH, |S GATES' PARTNER 
VILLAINY, 


DECENT. 


GALESBURG IS THE SCENE—A 
TYPICAL AMERICAN TOWN WITH 
DECENT FOLKS AND SOME NOT SO 


‘Now YOU CAN CONTINU 
EXCITING STORY OF JOE WO 
AND HIS PALS. 


> 


THREE 


The hoboes had tapped the ~ 


‘ 
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Fruit Tramps’ 
Bolt ClO Union; 
Join A. F. OF L. 


Three thousand five-hundrec 


packing shed workers in the 


Salinas Valley of California, fed | ee 


up with communist leadership 
of the Food and: Tobacco Work- 
ers Union, C. I. O., have joined 


the A. F. of L. Led by their le-|§ 


cal president, Holman Day, and 
secretary Ethel Alcorn, 


workers voted ten to one to join |™@ 
the Teamsters Union. This was | Gig. 
done after months of trials and | @& 


troubles with Don Henderson’s 


communist. cohorts in FTA- 
CIO who refused to sign the 
non-communist affidavits as re- 


quired by the Taft-Hartley law. | 


The local union, which was the 
largest in FTA, claims a mem- 
bership: of 10,000. The work- 
ers, often called “fruit tramps,” 
were first organized by the A. 
F. of L. early in the 1930's. 


They pack the fresh fruit and} 


vegetable crops grown in Ari- 
zona and California and travel 
from one area to another. They 
have had, contracts with their 
employers for many years, and 
their security was threatened 
following a disastrous strike 
called by Henderson & Co., at 
Phoenix, Arizona last fall. The 
workers finally woke up, to the 
fact that they were being vic- 
timized by their top leadership 
which could not sign an affi- 
davit that they were not mem- 
bers of the Communist Party, 
as is required by law. 3 
Donald Henderson, president 
of the FTA-CIO, showed that 
he has learned nothing in the 
past 10 years for he announced 
as he did when the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union pulled 
out in 1939, that ““‘Day and oth- 
er officers are trying to sell out 
the membership of Local 78.” 
He then announced that “all 
present officers of the local 
union are suspended” and that 
its affairs will be placed in the 
hands of an administrative com- 
mittee. Einer Mohn,. Teamsters 
international representative, 
commented that Henderson was 
taking over a local that had no 
members. | 


This move on the part of the 
packing shed workers out of 
FT,A-CIO is important in that 
it brings to an end any sub- 
stantial organization of workers 

closely allied to agriculture in 
~-- this left wing union on the west 
coast. There are still some work- 
ers employed in canneries and 
tobacco plants in the mid-West 
and in the East who are held 
captive by the communist uhion 
leaders of the FTA-CIO. How- 


ever, this will not be the end. 


of the communists in the West. 
Having no responsibility to a 
bona fide membership, they will 
now engage in stirring up strife 
both in agriculture and in in- 
dustry>o | 


State Anti-Labor 
Law Is Repealed 


« Lovisiana Kills Vicious Act 
One gain and one setback on 
state legislative fronts has just 
been registered by the trade 
union movement. 


Louisiana,, the legislature 
by an overwhelming vote re- 
pealed a “little Case law,” full 
of drastic anti-union curbs, 
which had been passed in 1946. 
Governor Earl Long—brother of 
the famous Huey—promptly 
signed the “repealer.” 


This is the first result of the 
big political upset in Louisiana 
last spring When workers turned 
out heavily at the polls and 
elected a friendly legislature 


and a friendly governor, | 


and $1,000 toward the cost of the building materials. . 
The hall was constructed under the supervision of “Pop” Wilson, member of the local’s Executive 


Committee and a leader of the strike. 
line they were working on their new home. 


When members of the Union 


were not on the 20 mile picket 


The following statement was 
presented by President H. L. 
Mitchell to the U. .S. Senate 
Committee on Immigration: 
Our organization which is 

composed of agricultural work- 
ers, has for several years been 
concerned with the problem 
presented by foreign nationals 
coming into the United States 
to work on farms. 


Big Farmers Want Two 
Men For Each Job 


We believe that workers 
should have. the right to cross 
international boundaries to se- 
cure employment but we are 
opposed to foreign workers be- 
ing brought into the United 
States legally or illegally, when 
there are native Americans un- 


/employed and available for 


work. The finance farm intes- 
ests of this country are anxious 
to have a surplus of workers 
for the nation’s farms. They 
consider the situation normal 
when there are two workers 
available for every job in ag- 
ricultture. They are interested 
in securing Mexican workers 
either legally under contract or 
illegally as ‘‘wet backs,” so that 
these workers may be exploited 
through low wages and the bad 
working and living conditions 


And further, they want a con- 
trolled labor supply which can 
be ready for work when needed 
and discharged when the. need 
no longer exists. The recent 
lagreement made by and be- 
tween-the U. S. Government and 
the Republic of Mexico borders 
on peonage for the Mexican 
workers legally imported into 
the United States, in that the 
employer has the right to ter- 
minate the worker’s contract at 
will and in case the worker is 
dissatisfied, he has only the 
right to appeal to the Mexican 
consul who is not a party to 
the agreement. The U. S. Im- 
migration and Naturalization 
Service had a hand in working 
out this agreement. There 
should be a provision in the law 
to provide that no foreign work- 
ers will be permitted to enter 
the’ United States for the pur- 
pose of reducing American 
working standards. Either the 
present law is inadequate or its 
enforcement is ineffective on 
this score. We suggest that 
there be a provision in the law 
requiring that the agency de- 


UNION. TELLS SENATE COMMITTEE 
HOW SOLVE ‘WET BACK’ PROBLEM 


which prevail on their farms. | 


termining the need for import- 
ing foreign workers for agri- 
culture or industry, first secure 
the approval of a committee 
composed of equal representa- 
tion of both employers and 
workers affected by such impor~ 
tation of foreign workers, 


Wet Backs In Texas 

In November of 1946, I made 
a trip through the Southwest 
and spent some time in the El 
Paso area investigating reports 
of the illegal entry of what are 
known as Mexican “wet backs.” 
I talked to some very responsi- 
ble citizens of El Paso County, 
including the county judge, the 
county attorney and others. On 
the basis of what I had learned, 
I made a public statement that 
“Immigration authorities were 
winking at the illegal entry of 
thousands of ‘‘wet backs” into 
Tekas,”’ and estimated that no 
less than 20,000 such illegal im- 
migrants had crossed the river 
in the past six months. This 
seems to have been substantiat- 
ed in.that the District Director 
of the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service, Mr. Grover C. 
Wilmot, was quoted by news-. 
papers as saying that the border 
patrol had apprehended a total 
of 81,000 aliens along the Mex- 
ican border during the preced- 
ing twelve months. At that time 
I was told that the regulations 
of the Service did not permit 
border: patrolmen to go on a 
private farm in search of aliens. 
Following this exchange of 
charges in the newspapers, | 
received an unsigned letter pur- 
porting to come from a patrol 
inspector. This letter included a 
copy of an order signed by Di- 
rector Wilmoth ordering his men 
to stay off private farms. If 
your committee is interested in 
this sort of evidence, I have the 
roriginal letter I received. 


Wet Backs Used By Di Giorgio 


During the past year we have. 
had some direct experiences 
with the unfair use of Mexican 
“wet backs” 
used as strike breakers in a 
strike of 1,100 workers em- 
ployed on the Di Giorgio Fruit 
Corporation Farms near Bakers. 
field, California. Several hun- 
dred Mexicans were brought in- 
to the ranch under cover of 
darkness. We _ suspected that 
these men were illegal immig- 
rants. We visited the offices of 


who are - being | 


District Director Camichael in 


“A 


Muskratters Not 
Farm Hands 


In a 50,000 word ruling, the 
National Labor Relations Board 
recently decided that trappers 


of muskrats in Louisiana are not 
farmers or farm hands and are 


therefore entitled to protection 


in the right to; organize and 


| bargain with their employer. 


The case came up in 1946 
when the trappers of the musk- 
rats got together and joined the 
Fur and Leather Workers 
Union. Their employer, the 
Steinberg Fur Co., fired the men 
and claimed that they were in- 
dependent contractors or agri- 
cultural workers, and therefore 
not entitled to protection under 
the Labor Relations Law. 


In its ruling, the Labor Board: 


ordered the fur company to stop 
discouraging membership in the 
union, to stop other anti-labor 
activities, and reinstate with 
back pay the nine muskrat trap- 
pers who had been fired. 


Los. Angeles and requested that 
they inspect the ranch. Sever- 
al sporadic raids were made on 
the DiGiorgio Ranch and about 
100 aliens were rounded up. 46 


were apprehended at one time 
‘on this place. Later, we ques- 


tioned Mr. Carmichael, about 
the possibility of prosecuting the 
responsible officials of the Di 
Giorgio Corporation for harbor- 
ing illegal immigrants. We were 
informed that there was a loop 
hole in the law which prevented 
prosecution. We have reason to 
believe that -in this case, this 
Corporation not only harbored 


tHe aliens but actually recruit- 


ed them in Mexico and shipped 
them into Kern County. This 
loop hole in the law should be 
plugged and persons employing 
aliens who are in the United 
States illegally should be made 
liable to stiff penalties. If this 
were done, in my opinion, 90 
per cent of the “wet back” prob- 
lem would be solved. 


Farm Labor News 


The Farm Labor News is_pub- 
lished monthly by the National Farm 
Labor Union. 
Publication Office — Reuben and 
Summit Sts., Ala. 
oom 5i2 


Business Office— . Victor 
Building, 726 - 9th St.. N.W.., Wash. 
ington, D. C. 


ie subscription rate is 36c 
year. 3c per copy. Bundle rate 
per copy to agents. 
The Farm Labor News is_pub- 
lished by the National Farm Labor. 
Union for its members’ and friends 
who subscribers. 

ntered as second class matter at 


per 
lc 


Post Office, Montgomery, Alabama 
June 18, i under the act of 
March 3, 187 ) 


Address all communications con- 
corning, the Farm Labor News Na 
Room 512, Victor Building, 738 - 
St.. N.W., Washington, (7s, 
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Cane Growers 


|Get Millions; 


Workers 39c Hour 


I. Lee Parker represented the 
National Farm Labor Union at 


riculture at Thibodeaux, La., on 
July 21, and made the following 
report: 

There is really nothing un- 


bodeaux hearing. It was just 
like all of the others the Depart- 
‘ment of Agriculture holds, 


About 500 cane growers from 
all sugar cane»produting areas in 


resentatives of the Farm Bureau 
and the chairman of the Lou- 


timony.and bragged about. the 
high earnings of cane workers. 
Of course they talked only about 
the cane cutters, during the 
morning session. One man 
claimed that the workers earned 
$7.50 to $15 for a nine hour day 
last season but they wanted the 
government to set the rate at 
39c per hour for laborers in the 
sugar cane field. 


| Union Demand Of Hour 


Almost Breaks Up Hearing © 


I was the first to testify dtr- 
ing the afternoon session and 
when I asked for a minimum 
wage of 75c per hour, every 
man in the house got to his 
feet and began talking all at 
once, a mixture.of French and 
English. It took the presiding 


them quiet. Then a cane grow- 


questions. 
was, “Do you know the num- 


produce an acre of sugar ¢ane?” 
It happened that I did know the 
figure used by the Department 
of Agriculture so I answered 


yield of cane in Louisiana- av- 
eraged 14.8 tons per acre last 
year which was lower than any 
year during the past ten years, 
and that the subsidy payments 


to the Louisiana sugar cane . 


growers was increased by ten 
‘million dollars to compensate 
them for their short crop after 
the harvest was over. I point- 
ed out that the workers did not 
get any benefits after the har- 


|vest was over and that if our 


request for 75c an hour was un- 
reasonable, it would appear that 
the growers paid twice that 
much last year in some cases, 
according to their own testi- 
mony that morning. I also 
pointed out that the figure 244 
man hours required to produce 
an acre of cane was now mean- 
ingless since the U. S. D. A. ar- 


rived at the figure in 1938 and > 
considerable progress-has been 


made in developing new ma- 
chinery for cultivating and hare 
vesting the sugar cane. I stat- 
ed that this had materially re- 
duced the number of man hours 


to produce an acre of sugar. 


cane, This was the only ques- 
tion asked me. Although others 
were invited to “ask questions 
they were too excited to do so. 


present. I was the only man 
there to speak for them. In 


ings held by the U. S. Depart- 
|ment of Agriculture are a farce. 


- Remember the Date 
In Forty-Eight 


Protect Labor's rights 
, With your voting rights— 


Vote. 


a sugar cane wage hearing held | 
by the U. S. Department of Ag-- 


usual to report about the Thi- 


the state were present. The rep. . 


isiana Sugar League gave tes- - 


efficer fifteen minutes to get 


er representative (a lawyer I — 
think) wanted to ask me some © 
His first question > 


ber of man hours required to © 


the question and added that the 


There were no cane workers ° 


my opinion, these wage hear-— 


Mote November 2. 


© FARM. LABOR NEWS ® 
| FARM LABOR UNION HALL, LOCAL 218 AFL—Di Giorgio workers on strike for nearly a year in - 
California have completed.a new home for their Union. It is located on the highway only a short dis 
Dn «tance from the main headquarters of the Di Giorgio Fruit Corporation ranch. | 
A small farm owner, Mrs. Bertha M. Rankin, donated a corner lot consisting of about two acres 4 
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